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  The Community Foundation is a 
non-profit, tax-exempt philanthropic 
organization that administers individual 
charitable funds from which grants 
and scholarships are distributed to benefit 
the citizens of the Greater Aurora Area, the 
Tri-Cities and 
Kendall County, Illinois.
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The Rush-Copley Fox 
Valley Heart Endowment 
Fund supports the mis-
sion of the Rush-Copley 
Foundation as it relates 
to the Fox Valley Heart 
Fund. The Fox Valley 
Heart Fund was organized 
in 2004 to promote car-
diovascular health while 

reducing gender and economic disparity. The organization focuses 
on increasing awareness and education through community outreach 
programs and public workshops related to cardiovascular risk reduc-
tion topics. Additionally, the Fund continues its ongoing initiatives 
which include: providing screening and risk assessments for patients 
in the Fox Valley area, hosting the Annual Women and Heart Disease 
Symposium, supporting the efforts of Heart Sisters, and awarding 
scholarships to local nursing students each year to help them achieve 
their educational goals. Interventional cardiologist and Fox Valley 
Heart Fund founder Santosh Gill, M.D. continues to be the driving 
force behind the mission and work of the Foundation. Her endless 
energy and tireless efforts have been inspiring and resulted in numer-
ous ongoing collaborations throughout the community. Recently, 
her dream of creating a clinic for the community's underserved was 
realized with the opening of the Aurora Community Heart Clinic in 
Aurora.

The West Aurora 
High School Library 
Endowment Fund sup-
ports the West Aurora 
High School Library 
located in Aurora, Illinois.  
It was created by the Voris 
Family for whom the 
library was named. The 
A+ Foundation for West 

Aurora Schools is responsible for the support, endorsement and grant 
management of the fund. Grants from the fund are available for the 
purchase of books, DVD’s, computer hardware and software, publica-
tions, instructional guides and other library-appropriate materials for 
use by students and faculty of West Aurora High School. The library 
staff and school administration may apply for grants from the fund 
through the A+ Foundation.

The Smashing Walnuts Foundation was cre-
ated after the October 2013 passing of 10-year-
old Gabriella Miller. At the age of 9, Gabriella 
was diagnosed with a walnut-sized, inoperable 
brain tumor. Gabriella’s family literally began 
smashing walnuts with a frying plan as a sym-
bolic gesture to support her battle against the 
tumor. Through public speaking engagements 

and fundraising efforts, Gabriella quickly became a national child-
hood cancer advocate. The Illinois High School Association Girls 
Softball 2013-2014 season, which began in March 2014, and the 
Metea Valley pitchers stepped up to the plate to help strike out can-
cer. Elise Titiner, a student at Metea Valley High School and pitcher 
for the school’s softball team, spearheaded the fundraising effort. 
The varsity and junior varsity pitchers asked people to pledge an 
amount for every strikeout thrown during the season. The proceeds 
were sent to the Piedmont Community Foundation which adminis-
ters a fund in Gabriella’s name. Elise and the Metea Valley pitchers 
will again be offering this opportunity in 2015.

NEW FUNDS SERVE COMMUNITY

The Don & Betty Brownson Endowment 
Fund supports the A+ Foundation for 
West Aurora Schools and the Aurora East 
Educational Foundation. Don Brownson 
was born in Roselle, Illinois. He is a grad-
uate of East Aurora High School and 
the Northwestern University School of 
Commerce. Betty Brownson was born in 
Plattville, Illinois. She is a graduate of 
Newark High School and National Louis 

University. Mr. and Mrs. Brownson were married in 1950. They then 
started a wholesale lumber business in Aurora. Later, they purchased 
two retail lumber yards in Colorado (Breckenridge Building Center 
in 1970 and Edwards Building Center in 1978). Mr. Brownson 
continues to be active in both businesses. In 1962, the Brownsons built 
a home at 1211 West Downer Place, which remains their primary 
residence. They are active members of New England Congregational 
Church in Aurora and First United Methodist Church in Naples, 
Florida. Mr. Brownson volunteers for Habitat for Humanity in 
Naples. Mrs. Brownson has been a member of the board of directors 
at Sunnymere in Aurora for twenty-seven years. She also has served 
as a board member of the Child Welfare Society and is an active mem-
ber of PEO in Aurora and Naples. The couple has three children and 
seven grandchildren.

The John R. Jaros Fund for the Aurora 
Historical Society was created in 2014 by 
the Board of Trustees of the Aurora Historical 
Society in Aurora, Illinois to honor Executive 
Director John R. Jaros for his 30 years of ded-
icated service to the Historical Society and the 
Aurora community. The fund provides support 
to the Aurora Historical Society for purposes 
such as programs, events, publications, video 
and audio recordings, restorations and reno-

vations, acquisitions, furnishings and equipment. The organization 
has been in operation since 1906. It is one of the oldest historical 
institutions in the Chicagoland area.  It is housed both in the 1857 
Tanner House on Cedar Street in Aurora and the David L. Pierce 
Art and History Center in downtown Aurora. To learn more about 
the numerous lectures, historical events and holiday events offered 
at the Society, see www.AuroraHistory.net. The Aurora Historical 
Society truly fulfills its vision of “Giving the past a future.”

The Charlotte S. & Frank K. Voris 
Endowment Fund was created by 
Charlotte S. and Frank K. Voris to provide
grants to local charitable organizations. 
Frank Voris was born in Aurora, Illinois.  
He is a graduate of West Aurora High 
School. He received his bachelor of science 
degree from the University of Illinois and 
earned his MBA from Northern Illinois 
University. Mr. Voris was the executive 

vice-president of Merchants National Bank at the time of his 
retirement. Charlotte Voris was born in Rockford, Illinois.  She is 
a graduate of West Rockford High School and the University of 
Illinois. After her children were grown, she worked in the travel 
industry. Charlotte and Frank Voris are members of New England 
Congregational Church in Aurora. They have three sons and eleven 
grandchildren.

John Jaros

Gabriella Miller

The above charitable funds were created recently within the Community Foundation. Grants from these funds will be directed 
to charitable purposes designated by the donors. If you are seeking a meaningful way to provide ongoing support for a 
charitable organization or purpose close to your heart, please consider the benefits of creating your own named fund within the 
Community Foundation. We welcome the opportunity to help you custom-design a charitable fund that will make a difference 
for the future—exactly as you intend.

www.CommunityFoundationFRV.org  
Foundation Funds—See All Funds

MAKE A DIFFERENCE—EXACTLY AS YOU INTEND

Betty & Don 
Brownson

Rush-Copley Medical Center

Frank & Char Voris

West Aurora High School Library



MEMORIAL FUNDS 
HONOR YOUNG LIVES

The Nicholas R. Albers Memorial Scholarship Fund 
was created by the Albers Family in 2013 to honor Nick 
Albers (1985-2005). Scholarships from the fund are awarded 
to graduates of St. Charles North High School in St. Charles, 
Illinois, to assist those who are dealing with the tremendous 
challenges of seen and unseen chronic pain. This fund also 
reflects Nick’s love for his family, friends and his Lord, and 
the desire to share his faith with others. Nick was born on 
April 18, 1985 in Ogden, Utah. He was the loving son of 
Ed and Carolyn Albers, and big brother to three extremely 
supportive siblings, Brittany, Natalie, and Gregory. Not 

one to sit on the sidelines, Nick followed his father’s passion for flying, studied 
and ultimately flew solo in a small single-engine plane. A member of the first 
graduating class of St. Charles North High School, Nick was an honor student 
and gifted athlete, participating in track, swimming, cheerleading, peer mediation 
and many other school activities. Nick was an active member of his church and 
its youth group.  In 2002, Nick was injured in a trampoline accident.  He spent 
months recovering in the hospital and at home, continuing his junior year with 
tutors. He developed chronic neuropathic pain syndrome as well as complications 
from the head injury. He returned to school for his senior year, continuing physical 
therapy and rehabilitation while he and his family sought the wisdom of numerous 
physicians and the expertise of pain clinics to help relieve Nick of the chronic pain. 
After graduation, Nick attended Northern Illinois University where he met Nicole, 
the love of his life who always stood by him. On November 14, 2005, Nick passed 
away from an accidental prescription overdose.  Those who knew Nick during his 
short life will always remember his joy for living, his compassion for others, his 
friendly spirit, his curiosity to learn more, and his contagious passion for Christ.

The Josh Sweet Memorial Scholarship Fund was 
created to honor the life of Joshua Martin Sweet (1995-2013). 
Josh was born on November 20, 1995 at Mercy Hospital in 
Aurora, Illinois.  His family has lived in Geneva, Illinois since 
1991. Josh attended Millcreek Elementary School, Geneva 
Middle School North and Geneva High School. He was an 
avid sports enthusiast, who played football for seven years 
with the Tri-City Chargers Youth Football League. He also 
played football in middle school and for the Geneva High 
School Vikings for three years. He was an all-star baseball 
player with the Geneva Baseball Association. He played 

basketball his freshman year of high school and was on the A Feeder Team in 7th 
and 8th grade in addition to the middle school team. However, his favorite sport 
was lacrosse. He played lacrosse throughout his high school career for the Geneva 
High School club team.  He also played the sport for two summers with the New 
Wave Summer Travel Team.  Josh was active at Christ Community Church where 
he was involved with the Kids World Tech Team for six years. He was also active 
in middle school and high school youth ministries at the church. His decision 
to follow Christ influenced his life and he was very generous with his time and 
talents. He was warm and caring to his fellow students, and his smile and acts 
of kindness are remembered by all.  Besides volunteering at CCC in the youth 
tech booth, he volunteered for several organizations, including the Geneva All 
Sports Booster Club, Marklund, New Wave Lacrosse and the Tri-City Chargers. 
Scholarships in Josh’s name are available to seniors graduating from Geneva High 
School who are active in an organized sport, such as football, lacrosse, basketball, 
swimming, cross country track, etc.

Biographical information and photos of our donors whose funds support our grant 
and scholarship programs are featured on our website.

www.CommunityFoundationFRV.org 
Foundation Funds—See All Funds

MARIE CURIE BROUGHT TO LIFE

The Aurora University Endowment 
Fund, administered by the Community 
Foundation, provides income for the 
Arts & Ideas Series at Aurora University. 
The university offers quality lectures 
and musical performances through the 
series. Each year, one of the lectures 
is co-sponsored by the Community 
Foundation. Since the partnership began, 
eight presentations have been offered to 
the community free-of-charge. This year, 
Susan Marie Frontczak, will dramatize 
the life of Marie Curie. Please join us on 
Tuesday, March 10, 2015 in the Crimi 
Auditorium for another outstanding 
program arranged by Aurora University.

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION WEBSITE

Our Donors
On our website, we now include recognitions of 
our donors who contribute to one or more of our 
charitable funds. � ese lists appear on a quarterly 
basis so that we can be timelier in acknowledging 
our many faithful supporters. Our sincere thanks 
to all of you who continue to remember the 
Community Foundation.

Local Obituaries
As a service to our readers, our welcome page 
includes a link to the obituary pages of all local 
newspapers and funeral homes. Having these 
media resources available on one page has proven 
helpful to professionals in their research and to 
citizens who wish to access this information on a 
daily basis.

OUR EMEMORANDUMS

In an effort to be more environmentally responsible, we are now publishing 
newsletters in an electronic format.  These e-Memorandums, published monthly 
for both professionals and donors, include timely information and Foundation 

updates.  In addition, we now 
include the list of funds and 
the names of the donors to 
those funds on our website, 
similar to our current paper 
mailings.  We would like all 
of our constituents to receive 
these monthly e-Memorandums 
and ask that you forward your 
email address to SStredde@
CommunityFoundationFRV.org. 

Please note that our Annual 
Report with its extensive donor 
biographies will continue to be 
published by paper and will 
appear on our website under 
“Communications.” 

OUR BENEFACTORS

During the past three years, the Community Foundation received bequests 
from the estates of the following individuals. We wish to take this opportunity 
to acknowledge the thoughtfulness of these generous community benefactors.

Alice E. Allen

Nancy S. Anfinsen

Identa M. Austin

Margaret F. Glenn

Ruth N. Hamper

Jean C. Hart

Lawrence P. Hartlaub

Mary Ann Court McGray

Albert W. Medernach

Louis R. Pauly

Edna M. Rollins 

Carl R. Swanson 

Barbara M. Tinker

Harry & Viola Worland

Nick Albers

Josh Sweet

The A+ Foundation is seeking 
75 individuals, couples or 
businesses to contribute $1,000 
to the A+ Foundation for 
West Aurora Schools Reading 
Endowment Fund. The 
“Committee of 75” will have 
the distinction of supporting 
an initiative that will increase 
the reading proficiency of West 
Aurora’s elementary grade school 
students. The A+ Foundation 
is one of sixteen organizations 
that have been awarded $25,000 
challenge grants by the Community Foundation for placement in their endowment 
funds. The challenge has already been met and the Community Foundation has 
released its $25,000 for placement in the fund. When 50 additional gifts of $1,000 
are received, the result will be an impressive $100,000 endowment to support the 
reading initiative. You can support this fund at www.CommunityFoundationFRV.org or 
by sending a check to the Community Foundation at 111 West Downer Place, Suite 
312, Aurora, Illinois, 60506.  Please indicate “Reading Fund” in the memo section 
of your check. It has been proven that early and consistent intervention in a young 
child’s academic life translates into a brighter and more successful future. Be one of 
the 75 to make this happen.

Be one of the 75 to change young lives

“COMMITTEE OF 75”



GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED
During the � rst six months of 2014, we awarded nearly $2 million in grants 
to non-pro� t agencies from our advisory, restricted and discretionary funds. 
Also, scholarships of $789,000 were awarded to 294 students of the Class 
of 2014. Additional scholarships of more than $400,000 were distributed 
to students receiving multi-year awards.  This level of support would not 
have been possible without donors who created charitable funds within our 
organization. � ank you to the community for being our partner in serving the 
charitable needs of local citizens. Our 2014 scholarship recipients are listed on 
our website.

SOUND FINANCIAL PLANNING

Careful estate planning is important to families and to the charities they support. It is 
possible to provide for charity while protecting hard-earned dollars for the future 
benefit of loved ones. We sincerely hope that the following gift planning techniques will 
prove helpful to you.

➢ IRA Charitable Rollover: Individuals who are 70½ or older are able to contribute 
up to $100,000 from their IRAs to eligible charitable organizations. Charitable 
deductions cannot be taken for these contributions, but the gifted assets will not 
be taxed as income to the donor. The law providing this opportunity sunset on 
December 31, 2013. Visit the Foundation’s website for future updates regarding its 
possible reinstatement.

➢ Highly Taxed Assets: When preparing an estate plan, it is preferable that charitable 
distributions be made from IRAs or other assets on which income tax will be due 
upon death. Distributions of such assets to charity are not taxed. These same assets 
bequeathed to heirs will incur income tax. When leaving a bequest to charity, con-
sider distributions from highly taxed assets.

➢ Funding Charitable Remainder Trusts: If an individual has substantial funds in an 
IRA, he or she may wish to contribute a portion of the funds to create a charitable 
remainder trust. The charitable deduction helps to cover a portion of the income 
tax due, removes the asset from the estate and generates income in retirement. 
Upon death, the CRT would create a named fund for the donor and his or her family.

➢ Appreciated Assets: If circumstances permit, individuals should donate appreciated 
assets when making charitable donations. The donor of such assets can deduct the 
full fair market value of the gift and avoid a capital gains tax on the appreciated 
amount of the securities.

➢ Gifts of Real Estate: There are advantages to gifting one’s home to charity while 
reserving the right to live in the home until death. As with all estate planning, the 
rules are complicated and require the assistance of qualified legal advisors.

We gratefully recognize the following individuals who remembered the Foundation with a be-
quest from their estate or who have indicated that the Foundation has been named as a future 
bene� ciary of their estate. � ese special community benefactors have enriched the lives of others 
through their concern for the charitable needs of our community. If you have included the Foun-
dation in your estate plan, please consider becoming a member of our Legacy Society. We would 
sincerely appreciate the opportunity to pay tribute to your thoughtfulness.

Patricia Abell
Alice E. Allen
Stephen J. Andras
Nanci Sue An� nsen
Identa M. Austin
Alma L. Bachert
Dr. William J. & 

Doris M. Ball
Dr. Carl H.H. 

& Anne M. Baumann
Mary Hogan Bencini
William W. Boden
Mary J. Boland
Helen A. Brackney
John A. Brennecke
Margaret Brennecke
Alicemae Brown
Lorraine B. Bryant
Sherry L. Bryant
Je� ry A. & Patricia E. Butler
Charles & Josiedell Carnes
Mary R. Chapman
Howard E. Charles, Sr.
Glenn D. & 

Leola M. Commons
James S. Copley
Roy E. Davis
Herman A. Dickes
James Dorion
John S. Dunham
Howard C. Eagle
Barbara K. Engelbracht
Viola Erlenborn
Tish Evers
James H. & Ione P. Fitzgerald
Francis A. Geib
Dr. & Mrs. Howard E. 

Gillette
Colonel Sidney Ginsberg
Margaret F. Glenn
H. Linton & Sue Graham
William B. Greene
Kenneth G. Grueter
Vernon H. Haase
Ruth N. Hamper
Josephine M. Hancock
Marion L. Harmon
Eileen R. Hart

Jean C. Hart
Lawrence P. Hartlaub
Donald A. Heinz
Ronald M. & Janet S. Hem
Barbara H. Henning
William P. & Ruth E. Hilgen
Dave & Sandy Hipp
Ella M. Ho� man
W. Charlie & 

Shirley L. Hooper
Mary Virginia Hughes
Eleanor C. Hungar
Shirley Miller Hurd
Justus L. & Grace Hobbs 

Johnson
Malcolm L. 

& Lydia J. Jones
Darrell L. 

& Nancy S. Jordan
Edward & Genevieve 

Jungels
Betty M. Kahle
Phyllis G. Kramer
Wanda H. Kuhn
Louise G. Lane
Marie T. Leifheit
Herbert L. Lester
Frederick W. Lindblad
Mary M. Luther
Gary L. & Judy C. McCann
Albert D. McCoy
Mary Ann Court McGray
John F. & Gwen H. McKee
Albert W. Medernach
Audrey V. Mellott
William F. Messenger
Frank R. & Marianne Miller
Robert G. Mukensturm
James & Katherine Navota
Alan A. Nelson
Marie E. Oberweis
Merrill E. & Frances C. Olson
Paul A. Ormond
June Z. Orr
Louis R. Pauly
Martha W. Pe� ers
Dorothy L. Perkins
David B. Perry

Dortha Pooley
Alma A. Price
Ralph C. Putnam, Jr.
Evelyn E. Rackmyer
Irene M. Raymond
Janet Irene Raymond
Lydia B. Raymond
Gary A. & Mary 

Ruth Roberts
Edna M. Rollins
Allan L. Schoeberlein
Fred W. Schussler
Lillian R. Schwarz
Robert G. Schweitzer
Mildred E. Shambo
Elizabeth Knell Shepard
Katharyn Simons
Beverly R. & Ruth H. Skaggs
Lewis B. & Jeanette A. 

Spilman
Paul Francis & Marian 

Goodwin Stare
Margaret Mercer Stewart
Joseph & Carolyn Sto� el
Austin E. Stoll
Edward & Sharon Stredde
Carl R. Swanson
Henry & Lauralyn � eodore
Lucius A. � omas
Francis D. Tighe
Barbara M. Tinker
Jacques & Charlotte Toussaint
Paul R. Underwood
Fred Vargason and Kay Curtis-

Vargason
Frank & Frances Voris
Robert & Shirley Waldo
George E. & Cora L. Webster
Sol Weisman
Bertha Weissman
Dorothy E. White
Marian Winteringham
Jack Desha Witt
Harry & Viola Worland
Louise C. Zilly

LEGACY SOCIETY

Building An Endowment For � e Community
By Serving Charitable Donors

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GALLERY

The Community Foundation awarded a $100,000 grant to Aurora University 
for its new Welcome Center. The Center will be a place of hospitality for 
receptions and dinners. It also will house the Schingoethe Center for Native 
American Cultures.  In return for the Foundation’s grant, the University has 
graciously offered to name its main entryway as the Community Foundation 
of the Fox River Valley Gallery. The Welcome Center will officially open in 
early 2015.

WELCOME STAFF MEMBERS!
Gregory Probst has joined the Foundation as the Finance 
and Technology Specialist. Greg joined the Community 
Foundation sta�  on July 7, 2014.  Prior to joining the 
Foundation, he was Technical Support Specialist for BP. 
He also was the Assistant Director and Sales Manager of 
TechZone at Illinois State University, which serves the 
campus community as the technology sales and service 
center.  Probst is an ISU graduate and currently lives in 
Aurora. We are thrilled to have Greg join the sta�  and look 
forward to utilizing his expertise for both the � nancial and 
technology aspects of the Foundation.

Heather  Johnson  became the  Foundat ion’s 
Administrative Assistant earlier this year. She joined the 
Foundation in late 2013 and has become a highly valuable 
part of our team.  Prior to joining the Foundation, she 
worked with Deaf and Hard of Hearing students in District 
301. She is an ISU graduate and currently lives in St. 
Charles. Heather also enjoys being involved in many local 
theatre productions specializing in audio engineering.  
She has shared her talents with Batavia Fine Arts Center, 
Marmion Academy, Rosary High School, West Aurora 
High School and Schaumburg Park District.

Greg Probst

Heather Johnson

WHY I CHOSE TO BE A COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION DIRECTOR

I chose to join the board of the Community Foundation 
because I wanted to be a part of a trusted philanthropic 
leader in our community. Through its dedicated staff, 
the Foundation strives to meet the charitable wishes of its 
donors by developing customized grant and scholarship 
programs to meet each donor’s needs. This work has allowed 
the Foundation to award over $52 million in grants and 
scholarships over the last 66 years. I want to play a role in 
helping this Foundation continue to grow and give back to 
the communities it serves.

Mark Truemper



$25,000 CHALLENGE GRANTS

Challenge grants of $25,000 were awarded to sixteen agencies that maintain 
endowment funds within the Community Foundation. As the challenges are 
met, the result will be an additional $50,000 in each agency’s fund. These funds 
then will yield increased levels of needed income for programs and special 
projects. Congratulations to the following organizations and best wishes in 
meeting the challenge.

A+ Foundation for West Aurora 
Schools

Association for Individual 
Development

Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry
Aurora East Educational Foundation
Aurora Historical Society
Aurora Public Library Foundation
Aurora University

CASA Kane County
Fine Line Creative Arts Center
Fox Valley Orchestra
Hesed House
Presence Mercy Medical Center
Suicide Prevention Services
TriCity Family Services
Wayside Cross Ministries
YWCA Aurora

Preserving Your History 
� rough a generous grant from the Dunham Fund, we have produced twenty-
two videos for the community over the past three years. � is service is available 
to all who maintain endowment funds within our organization. Let us help you 
preserve your family’s history in this unique way. Let us help your favorite non-
pro� t organization be remembered forever. Following are those who are honored 
through our video project.

Individuals/Families

  Bernard Cigrand    Walter Deuchler   Dunham Family    Howard Gillette Virgil Gilman

Hermann & Rita 
Golter

William Greene Hipp Family Don & Marie 
Marzuki

Charlotte Reid

Edna Rollins Edward & Sharon 
Stredde

Ruth Wagner Judith Whinfrey Marian 
Winteringham

Organizations

Aurora Police 
Department

Community Foundation Fox Valley Orchestra Juvenile 
Protective 

Association

New England 
Congregational Church

Paramount 
� eatre

Woman’s Club 
of Aurora

Several years ago, my husband and I established 
an endowment fund in our names within the Community 
Foundation. We realized that our time on earth 
is limited, so we made the decision to create a lasting 
legacy that would both serve the community and preserve 
our names.

Have you ever thought about a future that doesn’t include 
you and your loved ones—a time when your names have been 
forgotten? Through the Community Foundation, you will be 
remembered forever through the creation of

Your own named endowment fund 
Custom-designed by you

To fulfill your charitable objectives
In perpetuity

It is easy to establish a permanent fund in the name of you and/or your family by 
contacting our Vice-President of Development Jeffrey Hartman at (630) 896-7800.

Please ensure your place in the philanthropic history of your community

BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE

BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE

Sharon Stredde

Aurora Veterans 
Advisory Council Fund

The Aurora Veterans Advisory Council Fund was created in 1998 to 
address the most pressing issues impacting local military personnel who 
have served our country in a branch of the United States military (Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard). The Council is an advocate for 
all veterans of all generations and all conflicts. It works to ensure that our 
citizens, our city and our nation remember the sacrifices of those gone 
and those who remain. The Council aids in the planning, development 
and implementation of veterans-related special activities and programs 
in the City of Aurora. The organization is comprised of fifteen members. 
To be eligible for membership, eight of the members must be in good 
standing in an active veteran’s organization in the Aurora community. 
Five of the members, who are not active in a veteran’s organization but 
who have been honorably discharged from the military, comprise the next 
level of membership. Finally, two seats are available to individuals who 
are immediate family members of a living or deceased veteran. The City 
of Aurora has worked closely with a number of veteran organizations in 
Aurora. Some of the results of these collaborations include the naming 
of the Veteran’s Memorial Bridge on Illinois Avenue, working with the 
Aurora Navy League in their efforts to have the U.S. Navy commission a 
ship named after the City of Aurora, and establishing a covenant with all 
military branches.

We are sad to announce the passing of Donna J. 
Williams (1939-2014).  Donna was a member of the 
Community Foundation Board of Directors from 
2011 to 2014. She was a dedicated member of the 
Community Foundation Distribution Committee, 
overseeing the awarding of grants to local non-
profit organizations. A lifelong resident of Aurora, 
Williams graduated from East Aurora High School. 
She then received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in education from Northern Illinois University. 
After a thirty-four year teaching career at Nicholson 
Elementary School in West Aurora School District 
129, she served as principal at the Quad County Urban 

League’s alternative school for East and West Aurora middle school students. 
Ms. Williams was a board member of the Aurora Civic Center Authority, the 
Aurora Historical Society and the YWCA Aurora. She also was one of the 
senior leaders of Main Baptist Church.

IN TRIBUTE

Donna J. Williams

New Website Launched
Thanks to a generous grant 
from the Dunham Fund, the 
Foundation will soon have a new 
website with updated features. The site will provide a wealth of information in 
a format that is easy to navigate. Fund profiles will continue as before, allowing 
us to honor our donors who are the inspiration for our organization. A few of 
the many new features will be:
• Availability on any device including computers, tablets and smart phones
• Enhanced online donation capabilities including donating to multiple 

funds at once
• All new social media presence on Twitter and Facebook
• New online scholarship application process
Through its generosity, the Dunham Fund continues to provide our Foundation 
with many new opportunities for serving the community. Our sincere thanks 
again to the Board of Advisors of the Dunham Fund.

www.CommunityFoundationFRV.org


