
 
 

Grant money helps take care of city’s precious historical artifacts  
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It’s been said if you don’t know where you come from, you don’t know where you’re going. 
Well, thanks to a $9,000 emergency grant, the Aurora Historical Society is resting a little easier 
these days in terms of preserving its collection for years to come. 

According to the Historical Society’s Executive Director John Jaros, problems have developed at 
the storage space on Cedar Street as a result of an aging heating, cooling and ventilation system 
that finally broke down after years of nursing it along. 

With the onset of winter, the collection at the facility, which includes 40 percent of the city’s 
artifacts, was in danger of being compromised. 

“We have been spending as much as $1,000 a year on keeping the system going, along with 
maybe two to three service calls annually,” Jaros said. “The servicemen have said the system 
hasn’t been functioning optimally for a while and they have done as much as they could to keep 
it going.” 

“We’ve been nursing the old system along for several years already,” he said, “and to have it 
finally break down just at the onset of cold weather was a disaster for us. Something like 40 
percent of our collection is in this building.” 

Jaros said the latest repair was estimated to cost $3,500 and still without any guarantee how long 
the system would work. Fortunately, a better long-term solution wasn’t far off. 

Recently, president of the Board of Trustees for the Aurora Historical Foundation Mary Clark 
Ormond contacted the Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley, which frequently uses 
the Historical Society artifacts for research and other purposes. Ormond said she explained to 
them that the Historical Society lacked money in its reserves to replace the heating and cooling 
system and that she was making an appeal for help. 



“We were given approval for the funds we received from them almost immediately,” she said. 
“We told them we didn’t have money and my intention was to ask for help and advice on how 
we should proceed. This group makes a lot of historical videos and depends upon our materials 
for research. They are users of this place, and we were fortunate there was almost an immediate 
emergency granting of funds.” 

Officials report that the new system has already been installed, thus ensuring safe storage for the 
coming winter and hopefully many more to come. Head curator Jennifer Putzier said that the 
Historical Society’s collection currently numbers about 80,000 pieces altogether and that 
preserving them is a cultural responsibility. 

“The thing about all of these pieces is that there is a story connected to each one, and we have 
many people here in Aurora that can tell these stories,” Putzier said. “I see this as sort of a 
‘community builder’ in that every picture or helmet we have or whatever it is has a story 
connected with it. You can’t tell the story of the community without them.” 

Jaros said the collection at the main storage facility is currently being reorganized with the help 
of intern Kat Lukes of Aurora, and that the public is welcome to visit the facilities. 

“We’re in the midst of some reorganization, but with all the paintings we have and such, 
maintaining a safe environment is critical,” he said. “Now we won’t have to worry about that.” 

Ormond said the Historical Society is very busy. 

“History keeps growing every day,” she said. “... but although we do our best to keep collecting 
and preserving, there isn’t much margin for taking care of emergencies. We are incredibly 
grateful for how quickly the Community Foundation grasped the danger to the collection and 
how generously they came to the rescue of Aurora history.” 

Ormond pointed to a book kept in one of the storage rooms that houses yearbooks and 
scrapbooks compiled of players and games played by the Sealmasters fast-pitch softball team. 

“Here is a book by Aurora resident Mabel O’Donnell called ‘Singing Wheels’ which sold about 
300 million copies worldwide and was used to teach children English,” she said holding the 
book. “Think about how special this is.” 
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Jennifer Putzier, left, and John Jaros hold a painting of 
William Holt, an Aurora Zouave. Holt was a member of 
a drill team. | David Sharos ~ For Sun-Times Media 

 

 

Intern Kat Lukes of Aurora, left, and Mary Ormond hold 
a copy of Aurora resident's book "Singing Wheels" 
published in 1940. | David Sharos ~ For Sun-Times 
Media  

 

 

Head curator Jennifer Putzier shows off one of the 
scrapbooks kept of the Aurora fast pitch league the 
Sealmasters. | David Sharos ~ For Sun-Times Media 

 

 

Jennifer Putzier shows off an antique bicycle owned by 
the Historical Society. | David Sharos ~  
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