
The Robert G. Mukensturm Endowment
Fund was established upon the receipt of a
generous bequest from the estate of Mr.
Mukensturm. The fund will provide income
for the general purposes of the Foundation
and will support grants to charitable organi-
zations in the community. Robert
Mukensturm (1920-2004) was born in
Deerfield, Michigan. He graduated from the
Alexian School of Nursing in 1942. He then

served in the United States Navy. Following his discharge from
the Navy in 1951, he worked for the Aruba-Standard Oil
Company. Mr. Mukensturm subsequently became associated
with St. Charles Hospital in Aurora for ten years as a Nurse
Anesthetist. He then joined the practice of Gillette, Starshak
and Colletti at the Aurora Dental Arts Clinic and remained with
the clinic for twenty-five years. He was a member of the Aurora
Turner’s Club, Amvets Post 103 and the Yorkville American
Legion Post 489. Mr. Mukensturm will be remembered for years
to come for his generous provision for the future charitable needs
of the community.

The Merrill E. and Frances C.
Olson Endowment Fund was
established upon the receipt of a
bequest from the estates of Merrill
and Frances Olson. The fund will
distribute income for the general
purposes of the Foundation. Merrill
Olson (1919-1987) was born in
Mankato, Minnesota. He was a
graduate of Gustavos Adolphus

College and attended St. Paul College of Law. Mr. Olson
worked for the William H. Ziegler Company of Minneapolis
until 1962 when he moved to Aurora. He retired in 1977 as a
vice-president of the Barber-Greene Company. Frances Olson
(1911-2004) was born in Amboy, Minnesota. She was a gradu-
ate of Amboy High School and attended Mankato State
Teachers College for several years. Mrs. Olson was an active
member of Wesley United Methodist Church, the White Cross
Auxiliary of Copley Memorial Hospital and the Child Welfare
Society. She also served on the United Way of the Aurora Area
Board of Directors.

The Clarence J. Ruddy Memorial
Scholarship Fund was created to honor
the life of Clarence Ruddy, a prominent
Kane County attorney and civic leader.
Mr. Ruddy (1905-2004) was a graduate of
East Aurora High School. He received his
undergraduate and law degrees from the
University of Notre Dame, where he
founded and became the first editor-in-
chief of the Notre Dame Lawyer (now
known as the Notre Dame Law Review).

Attorney Ruddy practiced law in Aurora from 1927 until his
retirement in 1985. He remained “Of Counsel” to the firm of
Myler, Ruddy & McTavish until his death. Mr. Ruddy served as
an Illinois Assistant Attorney General from 1933 to 1941, a
Special Assistant Attorney General from 1961 to 1969 and pres-
ident of the Kane County Bar Association from 1944 to 1945.
An active civic leader, he was one of the original founders of
The Aurora Foundation. He also served as president of the
Aurora War Fund in 1943 and 1944, president of the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce and fundraiser for numerous commu-
nity charities. Attorney Ruddy was preceded in death by his
wife, Dorothy. The couple is survived by three children.

MEMORANDUM
Memorandum is published by 
The Aurora Foundation, 111 West
Downer Place, Suite 312, Aurora,
Illinois, 60506-6106, (630) 896-7800.
E-mail: info@aurorafdn.org
Web site: www.aurorafdn.org

The Aurora Foundation is a
non-profit, tax-exempt philanthropic
corporation that administers
individual charitable funds and
distributes grants and scholarships
to benefit the citizens of the greater
Aurora Area, including the Tri-Cities
and Kendall County.

Officers
Hilary K. Brennan, Chairman
Sharon Stredde, President & CEO
Ralph D. Voris, Vice -Chairman
Sharon Stredde,* Corporate Secretary
Mark E. Truemper, Treasurer

Directors
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Hilary K. Brennan *
Robert E. Brent
Warren F. Cannon *
Marilyn A. Foote

† F. James Garbe
Anne S. Goldsmith
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Peter H. Henning
Robert P. Hubbard *
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Michael Radakovich
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Mark E. Truemper *
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY
The Donald E. and Claire E. Brown
Fund was created by family and friends
to honor the couple for their dedication
to the field of education. Donald Brown
received his undergraduate degree from
North Central College in Naperville and
a Master of Science degree from
Northwestern University. In 1936, Mr.
Brown was hired by East Aurora High
School as a bookkeeping teacher and
their first wrestling coach. In 2002, he
was inducted into the East Aurora High

School Athletic Hall of Fame. After retiring from East High, Mr.
Brown taught at Aurora College for nine years. Claire Brown
(1914-1992) was born in Pittsfield, Illinois.  She attended North
Central College from 1932-1934. She then devoted the next
thirty years of her life as a loving wife, mother and community
volunteer. In 1952, she received her undergraduate degree
from Aurora College. For the next twenty-two years, she taught
first grade. Most of her teaching career was spent at McCleery
Elementary School in Aurora.

The Kathleen Ann McCalla Memorial Fund
will provide grants for anti-smoking educa-
tional programs that will benefit the students of
West Aurora High School. The fund was cre-
ated by Kathleen’s mother, three sisters, friends
and co-workers. Kathleen McCalla (1949-2005)
was a 1967 graduate of West Aurora High
School. She was an active participant in the
gymnastics program while a student at the
school. She was employed by the Federal
Aviation Agency in Aurora for twenty-one

years. According to her family, a memorial fund was estab-
lished out of concern for the health and welfare of students
who are not aware of the serious hazards of smoking. It is the
intention of this fund to bring innovative programs to the high
school that will significantly impact the decisions students must
make in this important area of their lives. Kathleen will be
remembered for her kindness, generosity and love of family.
She also will be remembered for the legacy she leaves for the
benefit of others.

The Richard J. and Marilyn J.
Michelini Scholarship Fund was cre-
ated to provide scholarships to students
who reside within the incorporated
area of the Village of Montgomery.
Richard Michelini (1931-2003) was a
graduate of Colorado State University.
He served in the United States Army
and was regional sales manager for
Ciba-Geigy for thirty-three years. Mr.
Michelini served on the Montgomery
Village Board and also was chairman of

the Aurora Township Democratic Party. Marilyn Michelini is the
president of the Village of Montgomery. She is a member of the
DuKane Valley Council, Kendall County Mayors and Managers
Association, Metro West Council of Governments, Kane County
Storm Water Management Commission and United Way of the
Fox Valley. Previously, she served on the Kane County Board
and the Village of Montgomery Board of Trustees. The
Michelinis have five children. Mrs. Michelini created this schol-
arship fund as a tribute to her husband and as a meaningful
way to assist the residents of the community she serves.

Robert
Mukensturm

Donald & Claire
Brown

Kathleen
McCalla

Richard & Marilyn
Michelini Clarence Ruddy

Merrill & Frances Olson

T H E  A U R O R A  F O U N D A T I O N

The above charitable funds were created recently within The Aurora Foundation. Grants from these funds will be 
directed to charitable purposes designated by the donors. It is a privilege for the Foundation to assist individuals in 
custom-designing their own named funds. If you are seeking a meaningful way to provide ongoing support for a charitable 
organization or purpose close to your heart, please consider the benefits of creating your own named fund within 
The Aurora Foundation.We welcome the opportunity to be of service to you and your family.

OUR SINCERE GRATITUDE



Elliot R. Lauzen Arthur D. & Mary Ann Court Scholarship
Dan R. Leimann, Jr. Lee W. & Rosemary A. Jordan Scholarship
Emmanuel S. Llamas Colonel Sidney Ginsberg Scholarship
Jacob M. Lohse Vocational Scholarship
Andrew W. Long Robert G. Schweitzer Scholarship
Elisa M. Lunde Robert H. & Shirley N.Waldo Scholarship
Rong Luo Walter E. Deuchler Scholarship
Anna Ma Colonel Sidney Ginsberg Scholarship
Benjamin S. Mack Robert G. Schweitzer Scholarship
Travis D. Marcrum Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Paula F. Mazzola Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Whitnie M. McCaffrey Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Stephanie M. McCarthy Marvin F. & Geraldine E. Pilmer Scholarship
Jose A. Mendieta Margot & Bruce Goldsmith Scholarship
Sanja Milidrag Louis Vago Scholarship
Desiree Millet Armando Mendez Memorial Scholarship
Candace C. Moore Dorothy Mae Bonner Memorial Scholarship
Elisabeth A. Morris Erwin & Ella Hoffman Scholarship
Amanda E. Morsch Alexander Family Scholarship
Nicholas G. Motyka Mr. & Mrs. Charles F. Carnes Scholarship
Cvetelina N. Nankina Dugan Family Scholarship
Erika Oceguera Loraine Heriaud Memorial Scholarship
Chad C. Offerman Nicor Gas Scholarship
Eva Orozco DOMO 77 Restaurant Scholarship
Maria G. Orozco George B. Peters Memorial Scholarship
Jose A. Ortiz Valley Industrial Association Scholarship
Julie M. Palacios Aurora Township Youth Foundation Scholarship
Anais M. Parada Harriet C. Stephens Scholarship
Niral M. Patel Alicemae Brown Scholarship In Memory Of Natalie Ann Brown
Lana B. Paulsen Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Kristen M. Peara Roy E. Davis Scholarship
Katy A. Rand Nicor Gas Scholarship
Jordan L. Richardson Valley Industrial Association Scholarship
Courtney H. Rohde John L. & Alice M. Holden Education Scholarship
Dulce R. Ruiz Aurora Kiwanis Club-Waubonsee College Graduates Scholarship
Khatira Safari Jack Desha Witt Education Scholarship
Monica E. Saldana Melvin & Irene Goldman Scholarship
Norma A. Sanchez Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Mary K. Sanders Simons-Minkler Graduate Scholarship
Vincent A. Sandri Louis Vago Scholarship
Amanda R. Schield Simons-Minkler Scholarship
Jennifer K. Seeley Nicor Gas Scholarship
Juan F. Sepulveda Mr. & Mrs. Charles F. Carnes Scholarship
Zachary P. Sipes Louise G. & Margaret E. Lane Scholarship
Colleen M. Smith Todd C. Bryant Memorial Scholarship
Tyler J. Smith J. Paul & Wanda H. Kuhn Scholarship
Jonathan R. Sniegowski Nicor Gas Scholarship
Brynn E. Snyder Wesley F. Fisher Memorial Scholarship
Jessica R. Snyder Ellen L. & Robert L.Weber Scholarship Fund
Brittany L. Sodora Nicor Gas Scholarship
Rebecca Solano Zonta Club Of The Aurora Area Scholarship
Rebecca A. Springborn Aurora Foundation Scholarship
Jennifer L. Streit Mildred E. Shambo Scholarship
John T. Strong Italian-American Mutual Aid Society Of Aurora, Illinois Scholarship
Laura S.Tan Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Lindsey M.Taylor William M. Healy Memorial Scholarship
Megan M.Taylor CWS Scholarship
Katrina E.Thacker Jack Desha Witt Education Scholarship
Jasmine A.Torres Exchange Club Of Aurora Scholarship
Ross M. Unterbrunner Robert G. Schweitzer Scholarship
Jennifer A. Upton Peg Bond Scholarship
Heather A. Urness Alexander Family Scholarship
Rosemarie E.Venen Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Kimberly M.Vlcek Nicor Gas Scholarship
Larry A.Washington Careers In Transition, Inc. Scholarship
Amy L.Wilkinson Olsson Roofing Company, Inc. Scholarship
Erin M.Wondrak Moshe Jamil Rogers Memorial Scholarship
Andrew M.Wood Alexander Family Scholarship

CONGRATULATIONS TO 2005 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Annalyse M. Adams Thomas P. Sperry Memorial Scholarship
Susan Aguinaga Drs. Sara & Daniel Susmano Scholarship
Elizabeth Alvarado Aurora East Educational Foundation Scholarship
Matias G. Alvarez Christine A. Ponquinette Memorial/INC Board Scholarship
Elizabeth C.Anderson Nicor Gas Scholarship
Kellen P. Axen J. Robert & Marion E.Winn Scholarship
Brian M. Backer Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Erik S. Barragan Aurora Kiwanis Club/William J. Downs Scholarship
Berenice Berrios Irene & Marie Oberweis Nursing Scholarship
Kerrie E. Blume Alexander Family Scholarship
Jason A. Braddock Eagle Scout Scholarship
Latisha A. Brengman Simons-Minkler Scholarship
Michael E. Bresnahan Aurora Firefighters Scholarship In Memory Of Tony Schoen
Amanda D. Brinton Simons-Minkler Scholarship
Edward J. Brouch Erwin & Ella Hoffman Scholarship
Janean M. Brown West Aurora Freshman Academy Scholarship
Janean M. Brown West Aurora High School Class of 1950 Scholarship
Tyler R. Browne Robert G. Schweitzer Scholarship
Sarah A. Burks Olsson Roofing Company, Inc. Scholarship
Lindsey A. Burt Simons-Minkler Scholarship
Michael K. Casey Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Nathan D. Chase Neal & Margery Ray Ormond Memorial Scholarship
Rebecca J. Collins Judy & John Marks Memorial Scholarship
Robert L. Conard Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Jessica N. Conlin Aurora Junior Womans Club Scholarship In Honor Of Katy Fox
Courtney D. Cook Walter M. Pennington London Poe Scholarship
Emily A. Cotto Helen Schlicht McGeachy & Arthur C. Schlicht Scholarship
Angela J. Currie Aurora Junior Womans Club Scholarship
Ashley N. Damato Aurora Township Youth Foundation Scholarship
Tilia J. Detrick Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Ashley N. Dobbins Aurora Foundation Scholarship
Sarah J. Duncan Todd C. Bryant Memorial Scholarship
Xanic I. Dunning Phyllis Kramer Scholarship
Erica A. Fatigato Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Vanessa J. Fernandez Erin K. Harrison Memorial Scholarship
Amber R. Fessler Winteringham Family Scholarship
Ashley C. Frantzen Hanah Rae Scholarship
David G. Frommert Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Robert E. Galvez Erwin & Ella Hoffman Scholarship
Jaurzzlyn D. Gardner DOMO 77 Restaurant Scholarship
Bridget M. Geraghty Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Matthew E. Gerhard Simons-Minkler Scholarship
Meghan E. Ginter Aurora Kiwanis Club-Dr. Harry Y. Greeley Medical Scholarship
Brittney M. Grace Jack Desha Witt Education Scholarship
Kristina M. Gregory Donald E. & Annabelle Keefe Nelson Scholarship
Brian E. Grismer Aurora Central Catholic Scholarship In Honor Of Father Jerome Leake
Natasha M. Guise Valley Industrial Association Scholarship
Kimberly N. Harris Walter E. Deuchler Scholarship
Eric Hermosillo Louis Vago Scholarship
Andrew D. Herren Erwin & Ella Hoffman Scholarship
Kendra R. Hibben Jack & Naomi Hastert Scholarship
Jessica C. Hladik DOMO 77 Restaurant Scholarship
Jason A. Hoban Fred & Barb Miller Scholarship
Aleta J. Hong Erlenborn Family Scholarship
Steven M. Hotze DOMO 77 Restaurant Scholarship
Christian K. Hunter Simons-Minkler Graduate Scholarship
Benjamin A. Ingraham Jack Desha Witt Education Scholarship
Christopher L. Jarchow Erwin & Ella Hoffman Scholarship
Akela I. Johnson Earl K. & Sadie B.Warren Memorial Scholarship
Randy M. Jones CWS Scholarship
Michael Kaczorowski Lydia B. Raymond Scholarship
Samantha L. Kalal Nicor Gas Scholarship
Prabhkiran Kaur Aurora Neighbors Uniting Scholarship
Jennifer A. Keigher Nicor Gas Scholarship
Luke J. Keller Nicor Gas Scholarship
Erica B. Koos Arthur & Daphne Heinz Memorial Scholarship
Samantha L. Kufta Thorium Action Group/Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation Scholarship
Amanda M. Kullman Alexander Family Scholarship

Student Charitable Fund Student Charitable Fund

2005 GRANTS
Organization Authorized Purpose

Association for Individual Development $10,000 Van

Center for Family Services 5,000 Truancy Program

Crossroads Christian Youth Center 5,200 Water Well System

DayOneNetwork 10,000 Facility Construction

Delnor Health Care Foundation 25,000 Cancer Care Center Technology

The First Tee 5,000 Learning Center Equipment

Fox Valley Wildlife Center 5,000 Wildlife Enclosures

Girl Scouts — Fox Valley Council 10,000 Camp Dean Renovations

Glenwood School 5,000 Projection Equipment

HEAR US, Inc. 5,000 Video Equipment

Joseph Corporation 10,000 Computer Upgrades

Paramount Arts Centre 50,000 Lobby Expansion

Plum Landing 10,000 Elevator Renovations

Project Mobility 10,000 Adaptive Cycling Equipment

Provena McAuley Manor 9,500 Transitional Care Unit Renovations

Provena Mercy Center Foundation 50,000 Surgery Center

Recording for the Blind 3,800 Equipment for Aurora Schools

Tri City Health Partnership 4,700 Medical Equipment

Foundation Director Remembered
We pause to honor the memory of Mary Healy
Blackburn who passed away on June 5, 2005. Mrs.
Blackburn was the chairman of the board of The Healy
Chapel. She also was active in numerous civic and
charitable organizations. She served on the board of
directors of The Aurora Foundation from 1992-2001.
She also was a member of the Provena Mercy Center
Hospital Board. Her volunteer activities included the
Holy Angels Food Pantry, the Freeman Elementary
School Learning Center and the Lincoln Elementary
School Learning Center. We are honored to pay tribute
to our friend and colleague, Mary Healy Blackburn.

Her gracious support of our organization and her concern for the charitable
needs of our community will remain forever in our memories.

Mary Healy
Blackburn

GRANT & SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION INFORMATION

Grant Application Deadlines

The Aurora Foundation has set two deadlines for
receipt of grant applications during the coming
year—January 3, 2006 and August 1, 2006. Local
non-profit organizations are invited to contact
the Foundation office for further information
regarding the Grantmaking Program.

Scholarship Application Deadlines

The Aurora Foundation’s Scholarship Program
will begin on January 3, 2006. Deadline dates 
for receipt of applications vary according to 
the schools that the students attend. Detailed
information is available by calling the
Foundation office.



A Privilege To Have Been There
During the past year, The Aurora
Foundation has awarded numerous
grants for charitable projects. Many of
these projects would not have been
completed without the support of the
Foundation. We wish to highlight a

few of these organizations and
express our gratitude for the services
they provide to our community and
beyond.We are pleased to have been a
part of their success. It was a privilege
to have been there.

The Association Delnor Foundation

The Association for Individual
Development was awarded a $10,000
grant for a new van, which will
transport clients living in residential
homes owned by the agency.

The Delnor-Community Health Care
Foundation received a $25,000 technol-
ogy grant for the new LivingWell Cancer
Resource Center, which is located at
1803 West State Street in Geneva.

Girl Scouts Hurricane Katrina

The Girl Scouts—Fox Valley Council
received a grant of $10,000 for renova-
tions to the lodge at Camp Dean. Camp
Dean has served local girls for over fifty
years.

We wish to express sincere thanks to
local citizens for contributing over
$35,000 to our relief fund created to
help the victims of Hurricane Katrina in
New Orleans, Biloxi and Mobile.

COMMUNITY KINDNESS GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED

We are deeply grateful to the following
individuals, businesses & organizations for
their commitment to the charitable needs
of the community.

Those listed below have contributed to
one or more of the Foundation’s funds
since the last issue of the Memorandum.

Gifts received after October 1, 2005 will be
acknowledged in a future edition of this
publication.

Administrative Endowment

The income from this fund supports the
administrative activities of the Foundation.

Ruth & Jim Benson
(In celebration of the 50th Wedding
Anniversary of Marianne & Frank Miller)

Marilyn & William Foote
(In celebration of the 50th Wedding
Anniversary of Marianne & Frank Miller)

Dave & Sandy Hipp
(In memory of Cathy L. Cameron)

Thomas & Julie Hipp
(In memory of Cathy L. Cameron)

G. William Moore
Gerald & Mary Ellen Palmer

General Fund

This fund is a reserve fund that helps to
supplement the Foundation’s grantmaking
& scholarship activity.

(The following gifts are in memory of Mary
Healy Blackburn)

Anne C. Alschuler
The American Legion Baseball League 

of Aurora
James & Fern Anseth
Thomas & Ruth Bastian
Mary Margaret Bieber
Dorothy Black
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory D. Buffington
Bea Connor
Richard & Kay Conover
Peter & Jo Ann Daleiden
Stephen H. Diller
Edgelawn West Association, Inc.
Maxine Fletcher
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Forslund
Stanley & Viola Gareski
Dr. & Mrs. Howard E. Gillette

Charles & Betty Gilmore
Jean A. Goehlen
Sue A. Hankes
Dave & Sandy Hipp
Joseph & Dana Hopp
Joan & Dick Humm
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kane, Sr.
Donna & Arnold Lies
Al & Mary Ann McCoy
Louie & Elgie McWethy
Jerry & Barbara Morrow
William & Frances Voris Myers
Jim & Kathy Navota
Phil & Donna Nelson
Tycka Ochsenschlager
Old Second National Bank Investment

Management & Trust Group
Lola J. Pauly
Marjorie Glee Pike
Thomas & Barbara Plohr
Marge Portner
Charleen L. Reuland
Dan & Jonelle Reuland
Joan & Dan Ruddy
Mark & Cindy Semmler
Russell & Brigitte Semmler
Sikich Gardner & Co, LLP
Donald & Judith Smith
Betty & Dan Stanciu
Edward & Sharon Stredde
Dolores & Robert Stumm

Douglas & Lori Sundlof
Gary & Kathleen Tollaksen
Scott & Polly Van Duzor
Char & Frank Voris
Linda & Ralph Voris
Thomas & Robin Wehling
Robert A. & Dorothy F. White
James & Susan Ziegert

(The following gifts are designated for
scholarships)

Mary Lou Chapa
Dorothy Evelyn White Estate

Permanent Endowment

The income from this fund is allocated as
grants to assist the charitable needs of area
nonprofit organizations.

John & Lorraine Angell
John L. Bonie
C. Tell Coffey

(In memory of Clare & Steven Coffey)
Daniel A. Flynn
Sheldon Hayer
Steven & Jennifer Hirner
Bernice Hofner
Martin D. Kruit

(In memory of Ruby L. Hourselt)

Louise G. Lane Estate
Herbert L. Lester Estate

(In memory of Marion Lester)
Gary & Cynthia Lippincott
John R. “Bob” Mangers, Sr.
John & Ann Marriner
Jim & Kathy Navota

(In memory of Ruby L. Hourselt)
Marian J. Newell

(In memory of Raymond B. Wilmarth)
Cliff & Margie Pensyl
Barbara Peskind
Glen & Nancy Pierce

(In memory of Bill Gustafson)
Weldstar Company
Dean A. Zimmerman

Memorial/Recognition Fund

The following contributions were received
as memorials or recognitions for placement
in the Foundation’s Memorial Fund.  The
income from this fund is awarded to non-
profit organizations serving the health-
related needs of area citizens.

Barb & George Alexander
(In memory of Mary O. Bergman)

If you are interested in establishing a named fund or supporting an existing
fund within The Aurora Foundation, have you considered the benefits of a
Charitable Gift Annuity? A gift annuity will provide you with reliable income
payments for life.The payment amount depends
upon your age at the time your annuity is
funded. Once established, the payment rate
never changes. In addition, you may be eligible
for charitable tax deductions. For further infor-
mation, please contact The Aurora Foundation
president, Sharon Stredde, at 630/896-7800.

GIFT ANNUITIES

Age Rate Age Rate

65 6.0% 80 8.0%
70 6.5% 85 9.5%
75 7.1% 90+ 11.3%

The above rates are for purposes of
illustration and vary by individual
circumstance.

Annuity Rates
(Single Life)

PRIVATE FOUNDATION
CONTINUES TO SERVE

For many
years, the
Percy R.
and Grace
M. Council
Foundation
p r o v i d e d
significant
support to

charitable organizations in the
name of Percy and Grace
Council.

In July of this year, the private
foundation transferred its assets
to The Aurora Foundation to save
the time and expense that is
incurred in administering a 
private foundation.

The transferred assets now have
become an advisory fund within
The Aurora Foundation, thus
enabling the board members of
the private foundation to be
actively involved in recommend-
ing potential grants from 
the fund.

Current board members include
Philip J. Hendrickson (president),
G. William Moore (vice president
and accountant), Elizabeth
Hendrickson (secretary),Glen Mills
(treasurer), Scott Hendrickson,Sara
Fortune and Dianna Pohl Hoag.

Elizabeth Hendrickson, board
secretary and niece of Percy and
Grace Council, stated that the
time had come to dispense with

the details involved in running a
private foundation.

“My aunt and uncle would have
been pleased to have an advised
fund within The Aurora
Foundation.The income will con-
tinue to benefit the non-profit
organizations in which the
Councils were interested,” said
Mrs. Hendrickson.

In 1999, a distribution from the
private foundation to The Aurora
Foundation created the Percy R.
and Grace M. Council
Endowment Fund which pro-
vides income for the general
grantmaking purposes of The
Aurora Foundation.

Percy Council (1893-1982) was a
building contractor and realtor.
Mr. Council was instrumental in
developing the Cherry Hill
Estates in West Aurora.

Grace Council (1901-1997) was
an educator and chair of the
Department of Education at
Aurora College. In her retire-
ment, she served on the Citizens
Advisory Board of Aurora
University and was an active
travel agent.

The Aurora Foundation is proud
to administer this charitable fund
that will continue to honor Mr.
and Mrs. Council for their extra-
ordinary dedication to the Aurora
community.

Percy & Grace Council

HONORING OUR BENEFACTORS
During the past year, the Foundation has received bequests from the estates of the
following individuals. We wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge the
thoughtfulness of these generous community benefactors.

Patricia Abell Lorraine Bryant H.L.“Les” Lester Robert
Mukensturm

Frances
Olson

Merrill Olson Martha
Peffers

Dorothy
White



Lou Anderson
(In memory of Ruby L. Hourselt)

Robert & Mary Bereman
(In memory of Mary O. Bergman)

Dorothy & Bob Boerke
(In memory of Dolores Austin, Bill Bartells
& Corky Skogsberg)

Beatrice Connor
(In memory of Lillian G. “Elgie” McWethy)

Richard L. & Kay Conover
(In memory of Lillian G. “Elgie” McWethy)

Dorothy Densch
(In memory of Dorothy Reiland)

Maxine Fletcher
(In memory of A. W. Walan)

Dr. & Mrs. Howard E. Gillette
(In memory of Dorothy Reiland & Robert
“Gus” Steinhebel)

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Gordon
(In memory of John Matyas)

Sue M. Judd
(In memory of Myron A. Judd)

Mr. & Mrs. R.E. McWethy
(In memory of Charles Mercer Barnes,
Bettie W. Bastian, Richard Lee Foster &
Lillian G. “Elgie” McWethy)

Tycka Ochsenschlager
(In memory of Grace W. Ochsenschlager)

Mr. & Mrs. Thayer Talcott, Jr.
(In memory of Harold Fagel & Grace W.
Ochsenschlager)

Joan Theisen
(In memory of Ruby L. Hourselt)

Sarah Townsend
(In memory of James H. Davidson)

Mr. & Mrs. C. David Ward
(In memory of Harold Fagel & Grace W.
Ochsenschlager)

Leonora A. Weber
(In memory of Harold Fagel)

Barbara Zillgitt

Advisory Funds

Advisory Funds are charitable reserves that
enable donors to suggest distributions at a
future time to assist the newly identified or
emergency needs of their favorite charities,
subject to Foundation approval.

Mel Anliker-Dave Zierke Family 
Advisory Fund
Mildred Anliker

(In memory of Cathy L. Cameron, Margaret
Martin, Robert “Gus” Steinhebel & Albert
Wagner)

Percy R. & Grace M. Council Memorial
Advisory Endowment Fund
Percy R. & Grace M. Council Foundation

Kevin S. Fitzpatrick Advisory Fund
Kevin S. Fitzpatrick

Brian A. Harty Memorial Advisory
Endowment Fund
Barbara & Tomm Harty

R.N. & P.M. Michels Family 
Advisory Fund
Linda K. Taylor

Woman’s Club of Aurora Advisory
Endowment Fund
Dorothy E. Ellis

(In memory of Cathy L. Cameron & Robert
“Gus” Steinhebel)

Ruth C. Hogan
(In honor of Patrick Paul Hogan on his
achievement of receiving a Ph. D. in The
Classics)

Scholarship Funds

Scholarship Funds provide assistance to
area students furthering their education
beyond the secondary school level.

Aurora Firefighters Scholarship
Endowment Fund in Memory of Tony
Schoen
Ed & Nan Schoen

(In memory of Tony Schoen)

Aurora Foundation Alumni Scholarship
Endowment Fund
Leo F. Laughlin
Patrick & Debra Walter

Aurora Kiwanis Club/William J. Downs
Scholarship Fund
Ellen & Jack Lindstrom

(In honor of John McKee as the 2005
recipient of the Kiwanis God and Fellow
Man Award)

Dorothy Mae Bonner Memorial
Scholarship Fund
(The following gifts are in memory of

Dorothy Mae Bonner)
Judge Casandra Lewis
Annie Mae Patterson

Todd C. Bryant Memorial 
Scholarship Fund
Charles E. & Nancy L. Lippens

Barbara E. Burgin & Edwin L. & Carol A.
Ehrhart Scholarship Fund
Carol A. Ehrhart

Dr. Bernard J. Cigrand Memorial
Scholarship Fund
Albert T. & Carol S. Musaraca

(In memory of Dr. Bernard J. Cigrand)

Arthur D. & Mary Ann Court Scholarship
Endowment Fund
Larry & Joan Craft

(In memory of Ralph P. Barbel)
Eleanor E. Jungels

(In memory of Charlotte M. Sharp)
Mary Ann & Paul McGray

(In memory of Arthur D. Court)

Dugan Family Scholarship Fund
Bill & Michelle Dugan

Eagle Scout Scholarship 
Endowment Fund
Harris Bank Foundation
Mary V. Streit

(In memory of Henry Rossbach)

Brian Farnham Memorial Scholarship
Endowment Fund
Deane Malaker

Wesley F. Fisher Memorial Scholarship
Endowment Fund
Thomas L. & Joyce M. Fisher

(In memory of Albert Wagner & Raymond
B. Wilmarth)

Philip Bennett Foxgrover Memorial
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Phyllis Foxgrover Slattery

Loraine Heriaud Memorial Scholarship
Endowment Fund
Lee A. & Becky B. Heriaud

Italian-American Mutual Aid Society 
of Aurora, Illinois Scholarship 
Endowment Fund
Della Walters

Konrad Family Scholarship Endowment
Fund in Memory of Arthur W. Konrad
Anne Konrad

Louise G. & Margaret E. Lane Scholarship
Endowment Fund
Al & Millie Burmeister

(In memory of Louise G. Lane)
Louise G. Lane Estate
Patty Stout & Dale Whalen

(In memory of Louise & Margaret Lane)

Helen Schlicht McGeachy & Arthur C.
Schlicht Scholarship Endowment Fund
(The following gifts are in memory &

celebration of Helen McGeachy’s 95th
Birthday on June 2nd)

Anne Heckel
Arthur C. Schlicht

Richard J. & Marilyn J. Michelini
Scholarship Fund
Mark Michelini

Fred & Barb Miller Scholarship
Endowment Fund
Jeanne Miller McCarthy & Family

(In memory of Ernie Miller on his Birthday
& Father’s Day)

Shirley Miller
(In memory of Ernie Miller on his Birthday
& on the Wedding Anniversary of Ernie &
Shirley Miller)

Tiffany Thomas
(In memory of my grandfather, Ernie Miller,
on Father’s Day)

Marjory J. Nelson Memorial Scholarship
Endowment Fund
(The following gifts are in memory of

Marjory J. Nelson)
Maureen A. Granger
Galen & Joyce Hosler
Robert L. Nelson
Robert & Miriam Richardson
Bill & Marion Wallbaum

George B. Peters Memorial 
Scholarship Fund
Virginia M. Peters

(In memory of George B. Peters)

Orville Peterson Health Care Scholarship
Endowment Fund
Bill & Marilee Murray

(In memory of Orville Peterson)

Marvin F. & Geraldine E. Pilmer
Scholarship Fund
Geraldine Pilmer

(In memory of Mary Healy Blackburn,
Cathy L. Cameron, Bonnie K. Hagstotz &
Robert L. McKeown)

Daniel W. Schindlbeck Memorial
Scholarship Fund
Joseph & Bernice Schindlbeck

(In memory of Daniel W. Schindlbeck)

Harriet C. Stephens Scholarship Fund
Charles & Nanine Tulley

Earl K. & Sadie B. Warren Memorial
Scholarship Fund
Wendi F. Goins

(In memory of the June 4th Wedding
Anniversary of Earl & Sadie Warren)

West Aurora High School Class of 1950
Scholarship Fund
Harold & Sylvia Ashby
Blaire Irene Bobo
Betty J. Boyles

(In memory of Wayne C. Halling & Jodeen
F. Lidecka)

Robert L. Carney
Helen A. Craig
Sonya Cunningham
Gretchen H. Dack
Dale K. Dobbins
Sue & Jerry Ellis

(In honor of Marilyn & Bill Foote’s 50th
Wedding Anniversary)

David G. & Elisabeth L. Gray
Donald & Martha Gustafson
Margaret G. Hathaway
Marcel Joy
Sue M. Judd
Peter L. Krentz
Cynthia J. Leach
Ray M. Lidecka

(In memory of Jodeen F. Lidecka)
Ruth Ann Little

(In memory of Dick & Kathy Little)
Starr C. McCabe
Robert Earl Miller
Marjorie Greene Pailleron
Fred H. Thomas
A. Lee & Arlene A. Thurow

(In celebration of the 50th Wedding
Anniversary of Bill & Marilyn Foote)

David L. Tremain
Ed & June Young

Willett & Peffers Families Scholarship
Endowment Fund
Martha W. Peffers Estate

(The following gifts are in memory of Martha
Willett Peffers)

Robert & Sarah DeFreitas
George & Alexis Kalikman

J. Robert & Marion E. Winn Scholarship
Endowment Fund
Darrell & Nancy Jordan

Zonta Club of the Aurora Area
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Patricia A. Novak

Other Designated Funds

The following Designated Funds were
established to support specific organiza-
tions or areas of interest.

Armbruster-Dieterich-Wagner Family
Endowment Fund
Ruth A. Wagner

(In memory of Captain Slade D. Cutter &
LeRoy W. Hergenhahn)

(The following gifts are in memory of Albert
Wagner)

Mary T. Dieterich
Thomas A. Dieterich
Jean A. Goehlen
Lucille R. Halfvarson
Mr. & Mrs. Kent E. Helfrich
Ronald & Janet Hem
Mr. & Mrs. Erik W. Kahn
Calvin & Twyla Marcum
Marilyn Michelini
Audrey A. Reedy
Victoria Reedy
Edward & Sharon Stredde
Char & Frank Voris
Craig & Jane Zimmerman

Association for Individual 
Development Fund
Association for Individual Development

Aurora East Educational Foundation
Endowment Fund
Edward & Sharon Stredde

(In honor of John Cordogan)

Aurora Foundation Peaceful 
Schools Fund
Walter H. & Dolores B. Duy
Juvenile Protective Association of 

Aurora Illinois
Old Second National Bank of Aurora
Edward & Sharon Stredde

(The following gifts are in honor of Sharon
Stredde for her 20 years of service as
Administrator of The Aurora Foundation)

Tom & Ann Alexander
Anne C. Alschuler
Stewart & Claire Beach
Timothy & Hilary Brennan
Sherry & Howard Eagle
Thomas & Joyce Fisher
Marilyn & Bill Foote
Ruby Frank
F. James & Martha Garbe
William C. & Marjorie W. Glenn
Anne & Zalmon Goldsmith
Ronald & Janet Hem
Dave & Sandy Hipp
Darrell & Nancy Jordan
Hedy & Ken Lindgren
Jim & Susan McAninch
Albert D. & Mary Ann McCoy
John & Gwen McKee
Neal & Mary Clark Ormond
Rhonda L. Soos
Don & Margaret Truax
Char & Frank Voris
Linda & Ralph Voris

Aurora Police Foundation Fund
Dorothy Grayson

Boulevard District Neighbors Fund
Boulevard District Neighbors

Donald E. & Claire E. Brown Fund
Joyce Orland

(In honor of Donald E. Brown on his 99th
Birthday)

Dr. Sherry R. Eagle Educational
Endowment Fund
Foundation for the West Aurora Schools
Edward & Sharon Stredde

(In honor of our friends, Howard & Sherry
Eagle, on the observance of the High Holy
Days of Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur)

(The following gifts are in honor of Sherry
Eagle on her retirement as Superintendent
of the West Aurora Schools)

American Idol Planning Committee
Mary & Roger Bernard
Joy C. Bowling
Ken & Penny Cameron
Kenneth & Katy Connelly
Christine & Michael Crouch
Sue & Jerry Ellis
W. W. Grainger, Inc.
Ronald & Janet Hem
R. Thomas & Sonni J. Herget
Dale & Susan Jones
Carolyn M. Kerkla
Stephanie Pace Marshall
Al & Mary Ann McCoy
James & Linda Mitchell
Ellen Neupert
Robert & Randi Ochsenschlager
Old Second National Bank of Aurora
Neal & Mary Clark Ormond
The Packer Foundation
Barry & Linda Parr
Rosemary & Tim Pinnick
Regional Office of Education
Richard & Lois Scott
Rebecca L. Sherrick
Theresa Shoemaker
Robert & Patricia Skeels
Sharon & Edward Stredde
Hank & Lauralyn Theodore
Donald & Margaret Truax
Robert & Toni Vaughan
Cathy Veal
Ralph & Linda Voris
Douglas & Mary Lou Zolper

Foundation for the West Aurora 
Schools Fund
Ted & Diane Crawshaw

(In memory of Oleda Rislow Willitts)
Sherry & Howard Eagle

(In celebration of Ralph Voris’ Special
Birthday)

Sue & Jerry Ellis
(In honor of Tom Hammond’s Retirement)

Marilyn & William Foote
(In celebration of the 50th Wedding
Anniversary of Sue & Jerry Ellis)

Allan & Sandra Rhea
(In memory of Emma I. Shields)

The Village of Montgomery
(In memory of Ruby L. Hourselt)

West Aurora High School Class of 1961
(In memory of Suzanne L. Lubic)

West Aurora High School Staff Members
(In memory of Marietta C. Sitch)

West Aurora School District 129 Board of
Education, Students & Staff
(In memory of Cathy L. Cameron)

(The following gifts are designated for the
Pathway of Honor)

Blackhawk Booster Club
Ken & Penny Cameron
Sherry R. Eagle
Lucia Goodwin School
Lucille R. Halfvarson
Bruce & Cheryl Hess
Donna Monti
West Aurora High School
Jill T. Wilson

Foundation for the West Aurora Schools
Endowment Fund
Mary E. Hauge

(In memory of Marietta C. Sitch)
John & Rosemary Hutchings

(In memory of Marietta C. Sitch)
G. Edwin & Virginia Logan

(In memory of T. Vance Roberts, Jr.)
Edward & Sharon Stredde

(In memory of Cathy L. Cameron & 
in celebration of Ralph Voris’ 
Special Birthday)

Don & Margaret Truax
(In celebration of Ralph Voris’ 
Special Birthday)

Bella Zidell
(In memory of Eleanor C. Hungar)

Friends of Phillips Park Fund
American Association of University Women
Robert & Janice Brent
Theodora Buchner
Fox Fire District Spring Camporee
Albert & Florence Johnson
Barbara & Tom Johnson
Margaret McWethy
Martha A. Schomer
Westminster Presbyterian Women’s

Association
Woman’s Club of Aurora Conservation &

Garden Department

Robert H. Goehlen Memorial 
Endowment Fund
Scott A. Jesseman

(In memory of Robert H. Goehlen)

Margot & Bruce Goldsmith Fund
Margot & Bruce Goldsmith

Richard C. Hamper Memorial
Endowment Fund
Robert & Susan Booth

(In memory of Richard C. Hamper)
Ruth N. Hamper

Hesed House Endowment Fund
Philip & Mary Lynn Cali
Sister Marcian Deisenroth
St. George’s Citizen Club
Nancy Scott
Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Holy Angels Food Pantry Fund
Alfred Bersted Foundation
Gary & Mary Ruth Roberts

(In memory of Mary Healy Blackburn & 
A. W. Walan)

Hurricane Katrina Disaster Fund
Ed & Diane Aister
Aurora Central Catholic High School

Cheerleading Squad
Robert & Lynn Barclay

(In honor of the Wedding of Peter S.
Groninger & Dedra S. Lanman)

Judith L. Cheatham
CommunityFirst
Larry & Joan Craft
Daniel D. Dolan
Sherry & Howard Eagle
Marilyn & William Foote
Steven A. Froelich
Juan & Dolores Galarza
Dr. & Mrs. Howard E. Gillette
Jean A. Goehlen
Zalmon & Anne Goldsmith
Rosemary A. Jordan
Paulene Justice
Mary Jean Martin
John & Gwen McKee
Michael P. Moser
Neal & Mary Clark Ormond
Joyce M. Rudolph
Edward & Sharon Stredde
Char & Frank Voris

Kathleen Ann McCalla Memorial Fund
(The following gifts are in memory of

Kathleen Ann McCalla)
Earl & Betty Frega
Ralph & Mary Ann Gehlert
Charles & Renee Ishman
Margaret L. McCalla
Marjorie F. McCalla
Miriam E. O’Hanlon

Robert G. Mukensturm Endowment Fund
Robert G. Mukensturm Estate

New England Congregational Church
Designated Endowment Fund
(The following gifts were placed in the

Capital Fund Account)
Louise G. Lane Estate
New England Congregational Church

Women’s Fellowship
(In memory of Doris M. Ball, Olive M.
Davis, Lillie A. Hankes & Evalene Roberts)

Philip & Marjorie Porter
(In memory of Olive M. Davis & Lillie A.
Hankes)

Sylvia Peter Preston
(In memory of Doris M. Ball)

Diane E. Street
(In memory of Guy H. Bodor)

(The following gifts are in memory of Lillian
G. “Elgie” McWethy for placement in the
Capital Fund Account)

Dr. & Mrs. Howard E. Gillette
Nancy & Jim Hopp
Hedy & Ken Lindgren
Frances Voris Myers
New England Congregational Church

Women’s Fellowship
Linda & Ralph Voris

(The following gifts were placed in the
Music Fund Account)

Marian J. Newell
(In memory of Olive M. Davis & Thelma C.
Wilson)

Char & Frank Voris
(In memory of Lillian G. “Elgie” McWethy &
Frank & Frances Voris)

(The following gifts were placed in the
Youth Fund Account)

Char & Frank Voris
(In memory of Olive M. Davis, Lillie A.
Hankes & Robert “Gus” Steinhebel)

Merrill E. & Frances C. Olson 
Endowment Fund
Frances C. Olson Estate
Merrill E. Olson Estate

Paramount Arts Centre Endowment Fund
Sandra & Leon Ploger

(In memory of Margaret A. Havemann &
William G. Havemann)

Phillips Park Zoociety Fund
Nancy Cushley
Dan Dobbin
James E. Pilmer

(In memory of David L. Burgess)
Annette Southall
Matthew Southall

Razvi Family Fund
(The following gifts are in memory of Syed

Masood Razvi)
GIS Solutions, Inc.
The Hummasti Family & Mark Fuksman
Ted Madden
David R. May & Lois A. Scott
Maria A. Smith, Charles Hurst & Alexander
Michael Strahl

Read With Me Foundation
Aurora Education Association/West
Judith L. Cheatham

(In memory of Tom Hughes)
Karen R. Harkness
Ronald M. Hem
Jewel Middle School PTA
Paul Klinger
Linda Chapa LaVia
Mary McCann-Rugg
Bob & Randi Ochsenschlager
Lee A. & Jan Ann Oncken
Neal & Mary Clark Ormond
Scott Robowski
Kirk & Kathleen Samples
Schneider School PTO
Debbie Smith

Paul Francis & Marian Goodwin Stare
Endowment Fund
Sue & Jerry Ellis

(In honor of Marianne & Frank Miller’s 50th
Wedding Anniversary)

TriCity Family Services Fund
TriCity Family Services

West Aurora High School Alumni
Association Fund
M. Eileen Kish Barclay
Lou P. Beatus
Barry L. Butler
Joseph M. Cheek
Andrea Daunheimer
Deborah Whittemore Daunheimer
Katie Voris Drawer
Starla Dee Hatchett
Sonni & Tom Herget
Thomas A. Johnson
Brian F. Kish
Beth (Nelson) Kish
Helen (Berthold) Kish
Matt Kish
Meghan Kish
Larry & Dotti LaVoy
Jane Peters Lynn
John C. Muschler
Kevin Nelson
Irving J. Ochsenschlager
Neal Ormond III
Kenneth E. Palmquist
Jenny (Shaw) Pavolek
Chrissy (Lynn) Poppen
Kristin Voris Poweleit
Ralph Voris
Renee Walls
Cheryl J. Whitford

West Aurora High School Auditorium
Improvement Fund
Georgette & Rob Prisco

Lewis E. Whitt Memorial 
Endowment Fund
Doris M. Whitt

(In memory of Lewis E. Whitt on his
Birthday)

Robert William/Anita Nelson Memorial
Endowment Fund
(The following gifts are in memory of

Marjorie J. Mickelson)
Rosemary Brewick
Joan E. Herren
James & Olga Howard

Dr. Keith W. Young Memorial Historic
Preservation Fund
(The following gifts are in memory of Dr.

Keith W. Young)
Ann & Edward Kane
Michael & Betsy Lutch
Philip J. Miller
Tracy, Robert, Taylor & Brock Newman
Lloyd & Inez Tyler
Barbara S. Young
Skeffington, Lisa, Maya & Cedar Young

Please help share the responsibility for recycling.

COMMUNITY KINDNESS GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED CONTINUED


